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The Chief Clerk makes the following entries under theWe appreciate the courtesy and cooperation extended to us by

abovedate. Commerceand DNR stdf Responses from the two agencies
E— areincluded as Appendices I1X and X.
PETITIONS AND COMMUNICA TIONS Sincerely,
State of Wisconsin JANICE MUELLER
Legislative Audit Bureau State Auditor
October 8, 1998 _ _ State of Wisconsin
The Honorable, The Legislature: Department of Health and Family Services

We have completed an evaluation of the PetroleunDctober 1, 1998
_Er)vjronmentapleanup Fundward (PECR) program, which  The Honorable, The Senate:
Bjomt!{y adrtr;:cnlstered by the Department of Commerce and thg\S required in SectioA27.485(9)and814.245(10pf the Wis
epartmen - oael R L S
- - Stats.,| am submitting the report concerning decisions and
Natural Resources (DNR). PEERvas established in 1988 to A
reimburseproperty owners for costs associated with require esulting payments of Attormey fees and related legal costs.

: g ttorneyfees and other legabsts are to be paid whenever the
gﬁatlgrl:]pso;g ischages from eligible petroleum product Storageopposingparty to an agencyChapte227 hearing prevails and

. it is determined the agensyposition was not substantially
of June 30, 1998, PE@Fhad reimbursed owners $541.3 j qified. Payments for SFY 1998 are shown on the attached
million and had a backlog 5.4 million in claims approved

for payment; aradditional $185.4 million in claims had been schedule.

submittedto Commerce but not yet reviewed. The program idn addition, the Department is required to report any awards
funded by a $0.03 per gallon fee on petroleum products at tiggantedo the Department regardifigvolous motions brought
wholesaldevel. againstthis Department.If the hearing examiner determines

. . - . that the motion of the opposing party in any Cha@ar
Wisconsin'scleanup costs are among the higfreshe nation. contestectase is frivolous, the examiner may awarddtate

e Sate ranks trd ol i ol Sleanup ex0enure S gencyl reasonable costs i respondng o e moton. I SFY
expectsall contamination to be cleaned as soon as practicab Vol (’)Ss rggtrllc;gs 8 en?l?/?r?: 'Bg g?tmf;it v;:;e nglg\],v artt(j)s tg
following discovery In contrast, some other statex;luding report. q P

stateswith similarly stringent numeric enforcement standards, -p '
have adopted a risk-basedapproach to assessing Sincerely,
petroleum—contaminatesites and prioritizingleanup, so that JOELEEAN
sites posing the greatest risk to human health, sensitivéecretary

environments,development,or other policy priorities are

addressefirst. REFERRALS AND RECEIPT OF

The Legislature, Commerce, and DNR have all taken steps to
expeditethe closure of sites and to control costs at aed COMMITTEE REPOR TS CONCERNING

existing sites.However both continued cooperation between PROPOSED ADMINISTRATIVE RULES

the agencies and a more coordinai@gproach to cleanup SenateClearinghouse Rule98-031

efforts are needed. W have made a number of  Relatingtoaccommodating utility facilities on state—owned
recommendations to improve the diciency and railroadcorridors.

cDo’\TIt?—effectivenessf the site cleanup process, including that Submitted by Department ofahsportation.
move aggressively to monitor sites fahich it is ;
responsibleWe alsorecommend Commerce issue a schedule Report received from Agenc@ctober 7, 1998.

of usual and customary costs, as required by administrative Referredto committee onflransportation, Agricultur e
rule, to eliminate unwarrantedariations in costs for similar and Rural Affairs, October 14, 1998.

services. SenateClearinghouse Rule98-099

However, it is unlikely that recently adoptet_j cost_—control Relatingto rental unit eneyy eficiency standards.
effortsand better prograimanagement alone will be fiafent Submitted by Department of Commerce.

to bring the demand for reimbursements into balance with

existing program revenues. &\dentify aseries of questions Report received from Agenc@ctober 13, 1998.
thatwarrant consideration biyie Legislature as it deliberates Referred to committee on Business, Economic
thefuture of the PECA program. Developmentand Urban Affairs, October 14, 1998.
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https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/227.485(9)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/814.245(10)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/ch.%20227
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/ch.%20227
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cr/1998/31
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cr/1998/31
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cr/1998/99
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cr/1998/99
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SenateClearinghouse Rule98-105

Relatingto motor carrier safety regulations, motor carrier
safetyrequirements for transportation of hazardous materials
and motor carrier safety requirements for intrastate
transportatiorof hazardous materials.

Submitted by Department ofdhsportation.

Report received from Agenc@ctober 7, 1998.

Referredto committee orfransportation, Agricultur e
and Rural Affairs, October 14, 1998.
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